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DR. WAGNER: Our next session will focus on models for integrating science and ethics. And to 

kick us off we are joined by Doctor Deborah Johnson, the Anne Shirley Carter Olsson Professor of 

Applied Ethics in the Science, Technology and Society Program at the School of Engineering and 

Applied Sciences at the University of Virginia.  

In her research, she examines the ethical, social and policy implications of technology 

and engineering. She was awarded the Sterling Olmsted Award from the Liberal Education Division of 

the American Society of Engineering and Education in 2001. Subsequently, she received a Jon Barwise 

prize from the American Philosophical Association in 2004. She's also served as a member of the 

executive board of the Association for Practical and Professional Ethics and we're delighted to have you 

here.  

Welcome.  

  DR. JOHNSON: Let me begin by saying that I'm pleased to be here. I followed the 

Commission since its inception. I've read several reports and really impressed with the ability of the 

Commission to craft those reports to be substantive on really tough issues.  

So as I understand my task here it's to help the Commission go through the challenges of 

addressing ethical issues early on in technological development and throughout the development.  

Although brain research is not my domain. I've got to say that upfront. There's no doubt 

in my mind that it's important to think about the ethical issue now and to continue to think about them as 

research and development progresses. And to think boldly about them with an eye in my mind, with 

influencing the direction out development and the design of technologies that will be developed. That will 

be a theme throughout.  

As I understand that the President's initiative is rightly framed without a sharp distinction 

between science and technology or science and engineering and without sharp distinction between pure 

and applied research.  




